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Her life was short but sweet
from page 1

and Michael have told the 
Herald & Post they will al-
ways be thankful for the final 
weeks the Berlin heart gave 
their child.

Michael, 38, said: “It got to 
the point where they said we 
could leave it for a bit longer 
but it just seemed so cruel.

“If you look at pictures for 
almost six months she was 
stuck on machines and any 
mother or father does not 
want to see that, it’s like liv-
ing in captivity.

“People have said they 
don’t know how we could 
make that decision but it was 
one of the easiest decisions 
we made through the whole 

situation.
“She gave a good fight and 

that last smile that we wanted 
to see, we knew that was her 
time because she had been 
through so much. I’m eter-
nally grateful we had those 
weeks with her. he added.

Kyla’s most serious condi-
tion– dilated cardiomyopathy 
(DCM)– meant that the tod-
dler’s heart was enlarged and 
squashed against her wind 
pipe, stomach and lungs.

She also suffered from re-
strictive cardiomyopathy, le� 
ventricular non-compaction 
and mitochondrial disease 
complex IV– a combination of 
conditions which compound-
ed the need for a heart trans-
plant. Thankfully, Kyla’s twin 

brother, also called Michael,  
is healthy.

Kyla was given the Berlin 
device to bridge the gap be-
fore surgery, but a donor was 
never found. 

Nicola, 29, said: “It gave us 
that opportunity (to say good-
bye).

“She had not been well for 
a long time but she was then 
able to play, laugh and try to 
talk. It was so nice.

“She was on the urgent list 
for a heart and we hoped that 
one would come forward in 
time, but it didn’t.”

Michael added: “It was on-
ly short the amount of time 
she was on it but that little 
time was beautiful.

“It was short, but sweet.”

 

 

Hair’s a happy 
festive gift for 
our Shamiam
Courageous Luton teenager 
Shamiam Arif has a brand 
new look for Christmas – and 
it’s all thanks to The Li�le 
Princess Trust, writes Bev 
Creagh.

The Challney Girls pupil, who 
was badly burned as a baby, 
has been given a beautiful wig 
made of natural hair that’s al-
most identical to her own in 
colour and texture.

It’s a bespoke creation 
from Liz Finan and her tal-
ented team at Raoul wigmak-
ers in London and contains 
a custom-made polypropyl-
ene plate, fashioned by clini-
cal specialist orthotist Lisa 
Mitchell at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital, that slips in-
to a specially designed pocket 
to protect her head.

It has a silk lining and is 
kept in place with a velcro 
strap.

And the bubbly young 
schoolgirl couldn’t be more 
delighted. “I‘m so happy,” 
she said. She was even more 
thrilled when her new hair 
piece got the thumbs up from 
her Year 9 classmates.

Shamiam’s head was 
burned down to the lining of 

her brain when a candle fell 
into her cot when she was a 
baby. She suffered life chang-
ing injuries and lost both 
hands in the blaze.

But her beloved ‘Uncle 
Doctor’ - Professor Peter 
Dziewulski at St Andrew’s 
Burns Unit in Broomfield 
Hospital – saved her life when 
she came to this country as a 
tiny tot. Since then she’s had 
numerous skin gra�s and op-
erations and has always worn 
a helmet to protect her sensi-
tive skull area.

Wendy Tarplee-Morris 
of The Little Princess Trust 

said it was a joy to see Sha-
miam looking so good in her 
new wig and added: “Due to 
the complexity of the design 
around Shamiam’s injury, it’s 
been a long time in the mak-
ing so I was thrilled to see her 
finally wearing it and looking 
so fabulous. 

“Liz has done such an 
excellent job and has loved 
working with such an amaz-
ing young girl.

“It’s been an absolute priv-
ilege being able to help her.”

Shamiam’s mum Tahira 
has been having fun experi-
menting with  different styles. 

CROWNING GLORY: Shamiam in the wig from The Li�le Princess Trust
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Downs, Dunstable Downs
Golf Club is an ideal all
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